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Dear Koraes Families,



A caring family member

Thank you for an outstanding school year. It has been my
honor to serve as the principal of Koraes for another year.
Thank you for another wonderful and productive school year.
I can’t thank everyone enough for your endless hours of volunteering, chaperoning, reading, organizing, donating and doing whatever was necessary to support students—both at home
and at school. Special thanks to our KPTA who, as usual,
went above and beyond the call of duty to provide whatever
was necessary to add to our students’ already rich school experience. A huge shout out to the Koraes staff for their endless
energy, skills and devotion. It’s truly my pleasure to collaborate with an incredible group of professionals. The Koraes
community is a wonderful place for your children to grow and
learn. Our families and students keep me laughing and young
at heart. I am grateful for your joy, astute insights and amazing
talents.



A responsible citizen

 A collaborative contributor to society who finds meaning, dignity and vocation in work
Over the summer break I will be working with staff to put
into place a smooth opening to the new academic year and
setting the priorities to build upon the successes of the school
so that we can improve still further. We should always seek to
do better; to challenge ourselves and our students to set the
highest standards and achieve our ambitious goals.
In closing, thank you for your faith, trust, and commitment to
the mission of Koraes Elementary School. By choosing to
send your children here, it is your belief in power of an Orthodox Christian education and the values that help us to sustain
our school. We respect the sacrifices each family makes to
send their child to Koraes, and we will continue to put your
child first in everything we do! This was a very busy year and
you, as partners in education, played a great role in making it a
success!

Although it is a hectic time of year, it is the time when I most
realize how blessed we all are to be part of the ministry of
Koraes Elementary School. Parents and teachers commit their
time and energy every day toward creating a nurturing environment in which children can thrive! We wish our eighth
grade students all the best as they journey on to new places.
Eighth grade graduation is a time for celebration and reflection
on the impact faith-based education has made on each student. Lastly, I congratulate all students of Koraes! I wish you all a
Parents, we hope you proudly see your child as a Koraes grad- very happy, safe and enjoyable summer. Please be sure to take
time as a family to talk, play, and pray together. I look forward
uate who is:
to seeing you all in August. Those students who are not returning we wish you well in your new school and may God
 A believer in an Orthodox Christian education
bless you.


An effective communicator



A reflective and creative thinker



A self- directed, responsible, lifelong learner

Until next school year, here’s wishing you love, laughter and
learning. ~ Mrs. Lind
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Prekindergarten
Oh no! It’s the end of the year; it went by so
fast. The children worked with playdoh after
reading the story. Snack time was interesting
with a mix of different snacks, which we
called “Dr. Seuss Soup”. Building with
“Construction Tools” was a hands on experience. After reading, “ Raise the Roof”, the
students built their own house. We went on a
scavenger hunt through our school to find
hidden tools.
The children drew their friend on the bus
after reading “Wheels on the Bus”. During
our “Transportation” week, we had a video
visit from a train conductor. While talking
about our “Five Senses”, the children drew a
picture blindfolded to show the importance of
seeing. During Easter week, we read “The
Story of Easter”, sang, “Jesus Loves Me” and

Kindergarten
This year has sure flown by! We’ve
learned so much in Kindergarten this
year. Here are our favorite things we
learned this year.
Adrianna most enjoyed our reading lessons
and all the stories.
Steven enjoyed learning about 3D shapes and
building them.
Peter is proud of the hard work he put into
learning addition and subtraction.
Katerina enjoyed reading.
Sophia is proud of learning to read books.
Paige liked having lots of fun while learning
math.
Demetri S loved reading all of the Pete the
Cat books.
Spyro liked learning about 2D and 3D shapes
and sorting them.

Mrs. Drikos/Mrs. Sierocki/Mrs. Majka
talked about Jesus. While we talked about
“Butterflies”, we watched the process of a
butterfly’s life cycle and created our own.
The children had so much fun creating their
Mother’s Day gift, with the help from their
dads or Pappous. They were excited to take
their lima bean plants home after our planting
theme. We explored all of the different zoo
animals and then our little authors created
their own “Zoo Animal Book”.
Completing all of the Jolly Phonics sounds
was a great accomplishment. We reviewed
and started sounding out words. The children
worked on math books 1-10, making sets and
math talks, teaching ordinal positions, and
subitizing.
We finished the school year with sports, a
Reptile Show, High Tech High Touch, the

Mrs. Steffensen/Mrs. Kitsch
Natalie’s favorite thing about Kindergarten
was all of the great field trips.
Vassili really liked Greek and learning all the
new Greek letters.
Demetri T loved using cubes to measure in
math.
Michael said he actually learned a lot about
how to read
Farah liked handwriting because it
teaches him how to write stuff
Demetri C liked working hard to move
up reading levels.
Marianna enjoyed making crafts in
class.
Tina most enjoyed math and learning
subtraction.
Georgie liked learning all about 2D
and 3D shapes.
Fotini liked learning about shapes.

First Grade
We can’t believe the year came to an end
already! The first graders have grown as
readers, writers, and mathematicians. We
have learned so much and had so many
great memories with our friends. These are
some of our favorite parts of the third trimester.

Shedd Aquarium, Track and Field Day, the
Father’s Day Project with help from moms,
aunts and yiayias and last but not least, our
Preschool Farewell Program! Thank you to
all of our wonderful parents, who have made
another year of learning and growing a huge
SUCCESS! Preschool Rocks, don’t you
agree?!

Emily loved learning all the new stuff!
Gabriella loved Pete the Cat and working on
her family project.
Alex liked learning subtraction and addition.
Dimitri X. liked doing fun math like making
shapes out of playdoh.
Nikolas liked adding, subtracting, singing,
and reading and the field trips.

Mrs. Schmuker
flies. We watched our tiny caterpillars grow
into to beautiful butterflies!
Working with his friends is what Spiros will
remember most.

Olivia enjoyed Reading Workshop! Her
favorite part was reading the Mentor Texts
Gianna loved composing shapes using our together.
foam shapes. She liked finding different
ways to make a hexagon.
Evie will never forget working and learning
with her new friends and teachers!
Rozina’s favorite memory was our butterPage 2
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Second Grade
We have been incredibly busy third trimester. The end of the year has us all excited for summer, however sad to leave second grade. This trimester we started a new
read aloud The Invisible Inkling, had entertaining educational assemblies, and had the
blessing of celebrating Easter together. In
reading we learned all about poetry and
continued to work on mastering our reading strategies. Second grade has made tremendous progress in reading. We are all
really proud of how far we have come this
year.
In
math
we
studied
adding/subtracting three digit numbers,
graphing, shapes, measurement, time, and
money. The students are happy to be leaving second grade with life skills to further
explore in third grade. Our writing has
been focused on creating a personal narrative and letter writing to our fellow second
grade pen pals! We learned writing is fun
and a great way to express ourselves. We

Mrs. Sepsakos
did science units on matter, chemical reactions, classifying animals, living and non
living things. We were fortunate to have a
lot of schema for the reptile show. We will
finish science this year learning about
plants. Our social studies was spent learning about government, researching historical figures, producers and consumers, natural resources, and goods and services. Our
social skills emphasis has been on team
building/teamwork, taking accountability,
feeling confident, how to react to someone
not being a good friend, problem solving,
strategies to get us in the “green zone”,
body awareness, and tracking our feelings
throughout the day.
Our class loved second grade and this is
what they shared: this trimester we have
enjoyed learning about adding, subtracting,
being a good friend, it’s okay to make mistakes, natural resources, Second Step lessons, and our teacher. Our favorite memo-

ries are playing with our friends, Fluffy the
Grasshopper, Jeff, class meetings, the reptile show, and field day. We will always
remember saying “Pablo, Dabo, and Thea”,
our second grade teacher, building the
scarecrow, the Hellenic Museum, and having this nice classroom.

Third Grade
I asked my fabulous Third Graders to sum
up our year together. This is what they
said…
“I am proud that I made my reading level
goal. I’ll always remember Mrs. Simmerly.
My favorite part about third grade was making new friends.” -Richie

Mrs. Simmerly
“I enjoyed reading The Land of Stories. soring the Chromebooks.
One of my favorite things was making
oobleck in Science. I also enjoyed making
our own book.” -Emmy

“In Third Grade, I liked reading the Land of
Stories and The Indian in the Cupboard.
We learned a lot of cool and fun stuff. My
“I liked coming to this school and making favorite subject in Third Grade was Scinew friends. I enjoyed reading. I’m proud ence.” -Elias
that I wrote a book.” -Maria
“During Third Grade, we did a lot of fun
“My biggest accomplishment was improv- things. We did reading on the carpet, Math
ing on my Reading and Math MAP test games, and more! I loved reading The
scores. I had the best year ever. My favor- Land of Stories. The only thing I didn’t like
ite subject was Science because we did was leaving!” -Eleni
mystery Science and cool experiments.” - As a class, students enjoyed learning how to
Andreas
use Google Classroom and using the
Chromebooks. Thank you KPTA for spon-

Fourth Grade
What a great, incredible third semester this
was! Both teacher and students cannot believe how fast the year went! Students enjoyed writing about their favorite parts of the
school year. Enjoy what they have to say.
Reading was a favorite subject, but especially the unit on Colonial America. They loved
learning about how different life was for the
colonists. In math, the favorites were multiplication, division, multiples, and factors.

Mrs. Bekiaris
dar activity in the morning which, this semester, included fractions and equivalent
fractions.
Aside from our usual subjects, which we
worked hard on, we also did some interesting things. Our field trips were great, Track
and Field Day was fun, hot lunches were
appreciated, and we read the book Wonder,
which was very captivating.

Fourth graders are ready for fifth grade. This
Students also enjoyed completing our calen- was a great year!
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Fifth Grade
The fifth graders had an exciting and very busy
last trimester! Here are some things we did in
class:
In reading, the content unit on the Solar System was a lot of fun. The class enjoyed making
Google slide presentations on their favorite
planet. Math was all about fractions. The class
sharpened their skills with adding, subtracting,
and multiplying fractions. In Social Studies we
studied the age of exploration and enjoyed
learning about Marco Polo.

Mrs. Wainwright
presentation in science-Stephanie S.
I enjoyed learning how to multiply fractionsNiko K.
I liked playing capture the ball in gym!Stephanos P.
I loved having Mrs. Wainwright as a teacher
this year!-Mary Margret
We enjoyed our last field trip even though it
was much colder downtown than it was here
by school. We had lots of laughs and enjoyed
time with our friends in the city.

Here are some quotes from the fifth graders
about what they enjoyed most this school year: They are officially ready for sixth grade and
are very excited about joining the middle
I had a lot of fun with my science fair project
school here at Koraes!
“Spectacular Spheres”-Zayna Z.
My favorite part of fifth grade was the planet

Middle School ELA
In the third trimester, the middle school students in sixth grade completed Schoolwide
units of fiction and narrative writing for language arts. In literature, they finished units of
poetry and nonfiction. They read either novel
in verse entitled “Out of the Dust” or “Inside
Out & Back Again.”
In the same trimester, seventh grade finish
Schoolwide units of memoirs and photo essays
in language arts. In literature, they finished
reading the novel “A Wrinkle in Time,” the
play “Our Town” and either the novel in verse
“The Crossover,” “Serafina’s Promise,” or
“Home of the Brave.”
In the same trimester, eighth grade finished
Schoolwide units of memoirs and photo essays
in language arts. In literature, they finished
reading the novels “The Giver,” and “One Crazy Summer;” the novel in verse “Brown Girl

Middle School Math
The students shared these comments on math …
In the third trimester of math, I liked learning
about finding the volume. I found it very easy
and enjoyable. - Andriane Kouvelis
I enjoyed learning about the random and biased
samples. I liked doing the IXL skills. - Gaby
Iliev
I loved the project about how far can your
animal go in 7 hours and 20 minutes. - Jimmy
Economou
I enjoyed finding the area of any shape and the
scavenger hunts. - Andreas Tsingos
I enjoyed learning the Pythagorean Theorem
and finding the volume of shapes. - Maria
Summers
This trimester I learned what box and whisker
plots are and how to make them. - Demetra
Feradouros
I liked learning about circumference. I re-
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Mr. Zanayed
Dreaming” and the photobiography “Lincoln: A
Photobiography.”
Congratulations to Mia Maniatis for winning
first place in the Windy City Greek poetry contest, and to Andriane Kouvelis and Marbella
Andrew's for being in the top three.
Congratulations to Evneki Crenshaw and Mia
Maniatis for winning the 8th and 7th grade
awards, respectively, for the Law Day Essay
sponsored annually by the Greek Hellenic Bar
Association.
Have a great summer, everyone. Make sure to
read, read, and read some more.
Congratulations to our amazing eighth grade
class of 2018. We will miss you dearly and are
so proud of you. God bless you in high school
and your future.

Mrs. Ruggiero
member the book about the prince and the drag- lopoulos
on. - Mia Maniatis
I enjoyed learning about the Pythagorean TheoThis trimester in math, I liked learning about
rem. - Evneki Crenshaw
biased and random sampling. - Ioanna Kouvelis
I enjoyed doing the speed of an animal project. It
was real fun having to research. - Katarina Dav-
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Middle School Science and Social Studies
This trimester 7th and 8th grade students travelled to Springfield and St. Louis for their
class trip. They explored New Salem Village,
Lincoln’s Home, the Lincoln Memorial and
Lincoln Museum, the Old and New Capitals
of Illinois, the St. Louis Arch, Science Center,
City Museum and Cahokia Mounds. It was a
busy trimester for Middle School, covering
everything from Newton’s Laws, Fossils,
Dissection, Ancient Rome, the Cold War, to
both U.S. and Illinois Constitutions. Koraes
represented at the Illinois Junior Science
Academy in Peoria this year. Mariella Andrews, Engineering, and Anthony Haddad,
Physics, both received Gold and Maria Summers, Health Sciences, Elias Krupa, Physics,
and John Vranas, Chemistry, all received Silver for their science fair projects. All the students worked hard this trimester and ended the
year off with a bang.
Here are some quotes from Middle School
Science and Social Studies students. . .
My favorite part of Social Studies was going
to the St. Louis Arch because it was so high up
and the views were beautiful. - Elias, 8th
I liked doing the photo journal. I thought
Springfield and St. Louis was a lot of fun and
a great experience. I love to share my photos
with my class and talk about what we saw. I
thought it was an amazing opportunity - Andriane, 8th
I really liked the Springfield and St. Louis Trip
that seventh and eighth took on May 10th and
11th. My favorite places we went were the
Gateway Arch in St. Louis, the City Museum,

and Cahokia Mounds. I learned about how the
Arch was built, what it’s made of, and how tall
and wide it is. - Mia, 7th
Something that I liked learning in this trimester in Social Studies is learning about
Ancient Rome. - Sandra, 6th
I learned about the Roman Empire, and how
there are many things that we still used that
originated from Rome. - Katarina, 6th
We learned about the Roman roads and how
[the Romans conquered] their enemies.. Jimmy, 6th
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was really fun to make. - Gaby, 7th
I really liked participating and working on the
Roller Coaster project that seventh grade was
assigned. It was a difficult project, and it was
hard to find a track that would get the marble
from the start to the finish successfully, but it
was a good experience. I learned a lot about
momentum, acceleration, and velocity during
this project. - Mia, 7th
Something I liked in science was dissecting
because I learned a lot about the animals and
it was a great experience. - Ioanna, 7th
I liked doing the dissecting because we got
to see the inside of the insects. - Natassa,
6th
I liked dissecting because it was cool looking in the animal and [examining their]
body parts. - Demetrios, 6th
I liked how we dissected all the creatures
like a grasshopper, a crayfish, a frog, and
an earthworm. - Andreas, 6th

Science:
What I liked this trimester in science
was dissecting. - Lazaros, 7th
I really enjoyed dissecting animals and
learning more about their anatomy. Anthony, 7th
My favorite thing that we did in Science
was when we made the roller coasters.
That was an amazing experience and it

Physical Education
The school year flew by and the students
have been nothing but great. We have
learned many things across the board in
Physical Education as well as Health.
Students in every grade have made a lot
of progress throughout the year. It was
nice to see them grow from the beginning
of the year to the end of the year.
Prekindergarten through 2nd grade
worked on a lot of team work exercises.
Even though the kids are little, teamwork
is something that is going to be in their
lives forever. Learning to play cooperatively is an important trait that students
need at every level. Kids responded well
to helping each other achieve one common goal. Lesson plans included exercises for all kids to accomplish and feel suc-

Ms. Sweis

Mr. Sousanes
cessful because being able to accomplish these great kids everyday and I appreciatone goal creates better learning habits.
ed having them in class.
Third grade through eighth grade
worked on volleyball skills such as
bump, set, spike and pass. Progress is
huge when learning something new so
starting out with the basics and processing through the more difficult skills
was key in the volleyball unit. We also
touched up on our health units again
which focused on blood flow and how
the heart works, flexibility, and our
muscle groups. Our health unit was successful as students were very interested
in learning more about the body.
It has been a pleasure to work with every student in the school. I learned from
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Greek

Presv. Georgia, Ms. Bozionelos, Mrs. Koultourides, Ms. Tsikrika

The Greek Department would like to
congratulate all of the students that participated in this year’s Ellinomtheia exams. The exams were held at the Hellenic Academy in Deerfield, IL. We had
21 students represent our school. They
all worked hard and we are all very
proud of their achievements. A big thank
you to all the parents for supporting
them with their studies and for those
parents who volunteered to drive. While
it was a long day, it was worth it.
As the year quickly comes to an end, we
are assessing our students and planning
for the upcoming year. Our team has
many activities planned that will support
a hands-on approach to more authentic
conversational Greek.

Keep an eye out for our summer project coming home. Each student received a duck to take home with them
and share their summer adventures
with us come September. It is sure to
be a very fun project for our students.
A copy of the instructions will be posted on the website should they be misplaced.
On behalf of the Greek Department
Σας ευχόμαστε καλό καλοκαίρι και
καλή ξεκούραση!
Happy travels with your child’s rubber
duck!

Music/Technology

Mrs. Ikpe

Music

Technology

We were thankful to have Judy Lei’s Music School here. Our students performed very well at the May concert. By having your children learn to play an instrument it teaches the following:
 Musical training helps develop language and reasoning
 Musical instruments can teach discipline
 Students learn to improve their work
 Development in creative thinking
 Students learn pattern recognition
 A mastery of memorization
 Enhanced self-confidence
 Kids can learn teamwork
 A sense of
achievement
 Increased coordination
 Responsible
risk-taking

WOW, Coding! All students worked on learning coding from PK 4
-8th grade. Students developed their curiosity and problem solving
skills when they were learning coding. We were excited to have
Mr. Oneal Clash here with our students PK - 8 to learn about Trans
Max the Human Android. Students were exposed to a CPR dummy that was built by coding. Many of the students were able to
bring Trans Max back to life after suffering a heart attack. I encourage your children to continue learning more about coding. It
will open many doors for them. There are many free sites that they
may sign-up for over the summer.

We are looking forward
to continuing our partnership. Enjoy the summer by seeing a musical
concert, singing and
dancing!
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Religion

Very Rev. Fr. Tom De Medeiros, Presv. Georgia, Fr. Kounavis

Preschool: The children learned about
the feast of Pascha (Easter) and the appearances of Christ after the Resurrection. The simple concepts of being good
friends and how we pray to Christ for
help were also emphasized.

followers of Christ.
Lessons included artwork, discussions,
and videos about Be
the Bee.

Fifth grade religion
learned about more
Fruits of the Spirit
like gentleness and
faithfulness. The class
First Grade: The lessons covered the
also enjoyed watching
Gospel lessons for the period, the feast
religious videos.
of Pascha, and more basic concepts.
Sixth grade religion
Second Grade: Students continued ex- students learned about
ploring what one finds inside the
Lent, the Great
Church and during the special services. Feasts, hymns and
We had studies of the Icon of the Cruci- prayers and about Orthodox Saints.
fixion and Resurrection and the Paschal
Candle, and other items that are found
Seventh grade students completed studies in the lives of the saints and great
in the church.
feasts. Inquiring minds of the students
Third Grade: Students continued lesbrought many questions and ensuing
sons in the New Testament, including
discussions.
the Sunday Gospels for the week, the
Gospel of the Resurrection, the Sunday
Eighth Grade: The students completed
of Thomas and the Sunday of the
studies and had in-depth examinations
Myrrhbearers and the Sunday of Penteof concepts including the Angels, the
cost.
Resurrection, and Pentecost. Very enFourth grade: Students enjoyed studying
gaged discussions on today’s society
the Fruits of the Spirit. They learned
and being a good example and citizen in
about kindness and how to be better
the community.
Kindergarten: We continued lessons in
basic concepts, highlighting the feast of
Pascha and short prayers.

Art

Presv. Georgia

and develop their problem solving
Chicago Ridge
and visual thinking skills by attending Joanne’s Fabric Stores
an Art Fair or by taking an Art class. The Palos Heights Library
Here are a few suggestions:
Chicago Area Art Fairs with free admission:
Old Town Art Fair - June 9-10th
Gold Coast Art Fair - June 16th-17th
Millenium Art Festival - July 6-8th
Chinatown Summer Fair - July 15th
Art Fest Michigan Avenue - July 2022nd
Art Classes for youth
Art promotes critical thinking and
Moraine Valley Community College
concentration, which benefits all areas McCord Gallery - Palos Park
of learning. This summer give your
The Center - Palos Park
child the opportunity to unplug from Prairie Art Studio - Orland Park
our fast-paced, technological world
Michaels Craft Stores- Orland Park,
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